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} AIA has two main purposes:
Ɓ Establish close ties between Russian and Alaskan Aleut 

Communities

Ɓ Engage in international activities through the Arctic Council that 

advocate for the interests of Indigenous Peoples and promote 

improvement of the Arctic environment

} AIA works with governments, scientists,other 

organizationsand Ô È Å  Ð Å Ï Ð Ì Å  Ï Æ  ɖÈ Å  Aleut Region. 



} Eight Member States
Ɓ Canada, Kingdom of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Russian 

Federation, Sweden, United States

} Six Permanent Participants
Ɓ Aleut International Association

Ɓ Arctic Athabaskan Council

Ɓ ' × É Ã È ȭÉ Î  # Ï Õ Î Ã É Ì  ) Î Ô Å Ò Î Á Ô É Ï Î Á Ì
Ɓ Inuit Circumpolar Council

Ɓ Saami Council

Ɓ Russian Association of Indigenous People of the North

} Six working groups, two task forces, and two expert 
groups.



Canada, Finland, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, US, Russia, Sweden



Permanent Participants



Task Force on Arctic Marine Cooperation
Task Force on Improved Connectivity in the Arctic 

Expert Group on Black Carbon and Methane
Ecosystem Based Management Expert Group



Bering Sea Sub-Network
Predecessor to CONAS

Å Subsistence harvest surveys for five Alaskan and 

three Russian communities from 2009 ï 2013

Å Deliverables

Å Project Summary: Bering Sea Sub-Network II

https://www.caff.is/monitoring-series/352-project-

summary-bering-sea-sub-network-ii

Å Data visualization through AOOS for Gambell, 

Kanchalan, Savoonga, and Togiak. 

Å Data archived with Exchange for Local 

Observations and Knowledge of the Arctic 

(ELOKA)

https://www.caff.is/monitoring-series/352-project-summary-bering-sea-sub-network-ii


Community Observation Network for Adaptation  and Security
CONAS

CONAS consists of systematic observations made by subsistence hunters, fishers, 

and elders from around the Bering Sea. This information is owned and controlled 

by the communities. It is used to generate dynamic maps and data products that 

both residents and policy makers can use to inform decisions for a rapidly 

changing Arctic. 



Å Funded for 2016/2017 through North 
Pacific Research Board and Alaska Native 
Fund

Å Transitioned surveys from paper  to 
Å Ì Å Ã Ô Ò Ï Î É Ã  Õ Ó É Î Ç  Ô Á Â Ì Å Ô Ó  Á Î Ä  % 3 2 ) ȭÓ  
Collector App

Å Survey conducted in Gambell, Sand 
Point, Savoonga, and Togiak Alaska from 
Dec. 2016- Aug 2017.

CONAS





What the dataflow looks like:
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Data Collection 2016/2017



Å New Funding through U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and the U.S. National Park Services

Å Includes collaboration with the Aleutian 
Bering Sea Islands Landscape Conservation 
Cooperative 

Å National Park Service: Beringia Program

Å Will add up to 4 new communities in the 
network, including King Cove and Unalaska.

Å Collect subsistence data from the Russian 
side of the Bering Sea either: Kanchalan, 
Nikolskoye, or Tymlat from BSSN.

Å Mapped set of data layers describing 
subsistence use, and social and economic 
values from 2000 to present.

Å Host a knowledge exchange with Bering Sea 
Tribal leaders, Alaska Native Regional 
organizations, federal agencies, and others.

CONAS



Challenges & Successes

ǐCommunity Based Research Management

ǐPlanning with the community

ǐResearch Questions that are beneficial to the 
communities

ǐOngoing support for inclusion 



Thank you to our Funders!


