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What is Self Governance?
Å Designed to provide Tribal Governments with 

control and decision -making authority over the 

Federal financial resources provided for the benefit 

of their people

Å Fosters the shaping of a new partnership 

between Indian Tribes and the United States in their 

government-to-government relationships

Å Provides, administratively, the opportunity for Tribal 

Governments to exercise their sovereignty with 

minimal Federal intrusion and involvement. 



What is Self Governance?

Å Returns decision-making authority and 

management responsibilities to Tribes and their 

governing bodies

Å About change through the transfer of federal 

funding available for programs, services, functions, 

and activities to control. 

Å Tribes are accountable to their own people for 

resource management, service delivery and 

development.



Where does Self 

Governance fit in 

Indian Affairs?

Who administers Self 

Governance?
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Legislative Foundations

1921 ð Snyder Act

Å B I A é s h a l l  d i r e c t ,  s u p e r v i s e ,  a n d  e x p e n d  mo n e y s é f o r  
the benefit, care, and assistance of the Indians 

throughout the United States

1934 ð J o h n s o n  O õ M a l l e y  A c t
Å DOI Secretary may enter into contracts with any 

S t a t e é f o r  the education, medical attention, 

agricultural assistance, and social welfare, 

including relief of distress , of Indians in such 

State



Legislative Foundations

1975 - Ind ian Se l f  Determinat ion and 
Educat ion Ass is tance Act ,  P.L.  93-638

Å Established f ede ra l  po l i c y of Indian self-determination

Å T i t l e  I  ï Self-Determination contracts (1975)

Å T i t l e  I I I  ï Tribal Self Governance Demonstration Project 
(1988)

Å T i t l e  IV  ï Tribal Self Governance Act (1994)



Legislative Foundations

25 CFR Par t  1000 Tr ibal  Sel f  Governance 

Regulat ions

Å Application Process and Selection Criteria

Å AFAs for BIA Programs

Å AFAs for Non-BIA Programs

Å Negotiation Process for AFAs
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